JAPAN MUST FIGHT BRITAIN
This opposition on the part of Australia really means
that she is afraid.
Japanophobia in Australia and New Zealand.
The fear that Japan wants Australia and New Zealand
because of her difficulties of population and sources of supply,
behind which lies an idea of Japan as a militarist country,
does not tend to improve Anglo-Japanese relations.
There was a time when Wilhelm II, German Emperor,
preached the theory of a 'Yellow Peril5 and warned the
world against Japan. Australia and New Zealand, more
than any others, welcomed his preaching, for they thought
that the British Self-Governing Dominions would be the
first victims. When Japan, after her victory over Russia,
rose to be a Power in the Pacific, these same Dominions
became obsessed with a fear of her military strength. It
was then that the principle of a c White Australia' was
established and the immigration of Japanese labour strictly
prohibited. It was then, too, that Australia decided to have
a navy of her own as a defence against Japan.
Later on, during the Great War, when Japan presented
the 'Twenty-one Demands' to China, sent troops into
Siberia and was thought to be waiting opportunity to seize
territory there, Europe and America began to study her
political system and to represent her to the world as a
dangerous militarist Power, whose civil officials had but
little influence and whose affairs of state were at the mercy
of a military clique.
Japan was still being condemned as militarist at the
opening of the Washington Conference, and Australia and
New Zealand were so insistent in their denunciations that
they intensified American feeling against her. These
ideas have led to the construction of the Singapore Base,
which is directed principally against Japan. However,
when Japan meekly accepted at the Washington Conference
the three-to-five ratio of naval strength vis-a-vis America,
signed the Nine Power Pact to abstain from aggression in
China, and became a party to the Four Power Treaty, by
which she undertook not to attack possessions or colonies
in the Pacific, the accusation of militarism was dropped
immediately. The reason was that China, as well as Aus-
tralia, thought that these agreements were an effective